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Pressure to ban public smoking 
likely to rise after EPA report 


We choose to co a lot of things in 
our lives that involve risk. But, I do not 
believe that we have ihe right to subject 
others to that risk,"' 

— £PA Director William Reilly 



By Eu7*Bt hNeus Ail 
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W’ASHl.Nu ON Anti-smok¬ 
ing advcca r *i ■ may have all the 
ammunition hey need for more 
extensive pr lie bans o n smoking 
now that the inviroiunental rro- 
teettorv Agc:n y has add ed second- 
hand c,g ^ret a smok e to its list of 
the most da. jercus cancer-caus¬ 
ing agents. 

The 1 J’A much anticipated 
announc cm. r.l Thursday puts 
secondhand 'tgarette smoke In 
the same category as asbestos, 
benzene ana 'scion. 

Blood u*ss on smokers and 
aonsmokers. showed that while 
only 26 pi, ei.t of Americans 
imoke. 13 pi cent -- almost two- 
thirds -• a chemical in their 
blood that. . anie from inhaling 
tigartna s.t.jke. the EPA report 
said 

Smoke f>v n o: he: people's cig¬ 
arettes is : sponsible for about 
3,000 lung ar.cer deaths each 
year ir.uhe 1 oiled States,.accord¬ 
ing to tf e if wrt. 

in .5, dill. n. : the report esti¬ 
mates not ,et"een 150,000 and 
300.000 chi! t er. under the age of 
i B nvr i.n' levajop respiratory 
mifecuRis i.ch year 'because of 
cigarette s loke. and between 


200,000 and 1 million asthmatics 
become sicker. 

Secondhand amoke also puts 
healthy children at risk of de¬ 
veloping asthma and increases 
the chance that they will develop 
fluid in their middle ears — the 
most common reason young chil¬ 
dren are hospitalized for surgery. 

Dozens of communities al¬ 
ready have required that no- 
smoking areas be aet up in some 
public places, and numerous 
businesses forbid employees to 
smoke inside. 

EPA Admlniatrator William 
Reilly ar.d Dr. Louis Sullivan, 
secretary of health and human 
services,, said they hoped the Oc- 
t upational Safety and Health Ad¬ 
ministration would use the EPA 
report as an Impetus for 
strengthening existing smoking 
bans 

"W'e choose to do a lot of things 
.n our lives that involve risk." 
Reilly said. "But I do not believe 


that vre have the right to subject 
others to that risk." 

Sullivan said the private sector 
has a "significant responsibility” 
to make o’fices, restaurant* and 
other places where workers gath¬ 
er safer places in which to 
breathe. 

OSHA already is trying to de¬ 
cide how to regul&te indoor atr 
pollution, said OSHa spokesman 
Doug Fuller. ‘"We've been really 
waiting on that EPA report.” 

Olher health organization* 
were lobbying for tough antl- 
smoklng policies in ihe days be¬ 
fore the EPA report was re¬ 
leased. 

The tobacco industry has de¬ 
nounced the EPA report, claim¬ 
ing the studies cited bv the agen¬ 
cy didn't back up hs cssertion. 

Reilly and Sullivan blasted 
back, saying the constant criti¬ 
cism from the tobacco industry 
led the EPA to v.ork harder nn 
writing a soiid report. 
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Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/snyn0004 
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